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Origins of the Free Press in Ohio

ÅFirst newspaper published in 1793 with the motto
    άhǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ōǳǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ƴƻƴŜΦέ

Å Focused on world events and local events and 
had very little advertising.



Free Press in Columbus

ÅWestern Intelligencer began in 1811 in 
Worthington and moved to Columbus in 1814.

Å WŀƳŜǎ YƛƭōƻǳǊƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ άǊŀŘƛŎŀƭέ !ōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ 
brought his Connecticut politics to Ohio.   

Å The newspaper became the Ohio State Journal 
from 1840-1959 when it merged with the 
Columbus Citizen to become the Columbus 
Citizen-journal.  



Advertisements and Telegraph 

ÅWhile growth in newspapers exploded in America 
in the 1840s, very little was reported outside of a 
two-party system lens. 

Å The telegraph made it easy to copy stories and 
run mostly ads to earn revenue. 

Å Wealthy business owners began buying 
newspapers to diversify their revenue streams. 

Å Political parties essentially owned newspapers 
and published only their agenda and beliefs. 



Other Voices

ÅBeginning in the 1840s, a shifting demographic of 
immigrants and Black Americans coming to 
Columbus provided an opportunity for newly 
arrived citizens to publish news that would 
resonate within their own communities. 

Å The first Black newspaper in Columbus, Palladium 
of Liberty, and the first German newspaper, Der 
Westbote, were both published beginning in 
1843.

Å Black newspapers continued to fill a gap left by 
mainstream newspapers into the 20th century. 



Accessibility Challenges

Åaƻǎǘ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘ 
survive had sporadic coverage.

Å The newspapers that were preserved were on 
microfilm.

Å 5ƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƻǊ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ōŀǘŎƘ ŘƛƎƛǘƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ 
and OCR software that made it easy to find. 
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