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What is DPLA?

Digital Public Library 
of America

dp.la
Portal and platform

Nearly 50 million 
items



DPLA
• “The Digital Public 
Library of America 
empowers people to learn, 
grow, and contribute to a 
diverse and better-
functioning society by 
maximizing access to our 
shared history, culture, and 
knowledge.”
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Who Uses DPLA?

• Educators
– K-12 tools

• Genealogists
• Lifelong learners
• Scholarly researchers
• Developers
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What’s New at DPLA?

• Strategic Planning Process
• Upcoming Events 
 https://pro.dp.la/events/workshops

October 16, 2pm: DPLA Open Board and Community 
Meeting
October 19, 1pm: Coffee Chat Curating Digital Content
October 25, 1pm:  DPLA Coffee Chat: A Wikimedia Case 
Study: Columbus Metropolitan Library and Ohio Digital 
Network



What is ODN?

• Ohio Digital Network
Find more ohiodigitalnetwork.org

• Ohio’s DPLA Hub
Almost 400,000 items





Ohio
Digital
Network

• 40 contributing 
institutions

• 384,000 items in 
DPLA

• Quarterly additions 
to DPLA

• No cost to 
participate

• Akron-Summit County Public 
Library

• Bexley Public Library
• Bowling Green State University 

Libraries
• Case Western Reserve University
• Cincinnati and Hamilton County 

Public Library
• Cleveland Museum of Art 

Archives
• Cleveland Public Library
• Cleveland State University
• Columbus City Schools
• Columbus Metropolitan Library
• Dayton Metro Library
• Delaware County Memory
• Denison University
• Kent Historical Society and 

Museum Digital Collection
• Kent State University
• Kenyon College
• King Arts Complex
• Lorain Public Library System
• Madison Public Library
• Mansfield / Richland County 

Public Library
• Marietta College
• Marysville Public Library
• MidPointe Library System
• Ohio History Connection

• Ohio University Libraries
• Ohio Wesleyan University
• Pontifical College Josephinum
• Rodman Public Library
• Shaker Heights Public Library
• State Library of Ohio
• The College of Wooster Special 

Collections
• The Ohio State University 

Libraries
• The University of Akron
• Tiffin-Seneca Public Library
• Toledo Lucas County Public 

Library
• Upper Arlington Public Library
• Wilmington College
• Worthington Libraries
• Wright State University
• Xavier University Library, 

Cincinnati, Ohio
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What’s Allowed in DPLA

Everything but newspapers
• Seriously No Newspapers
• (and no dissertations)

Popular Materials
• Yearbooks
• Local Photos
• Letters
• Postcards Old Detroit Avenue Bridge and Rocky River High Bridge, 1909 

Cleveland Public Library

https://dp.la/item/940de993460510006cfb4586ba8dd5b9?partner=%22Ohio+Digital+Network%22
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DPLA and Wikimedia

Guidelines

Opt-in
Must be copyright 
free

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Media_contributed_by_the_Ohio_Digital_Network



Metadata in
Local Respository 

(ContentDM, 
Bepress, Omeka)

Transformed 
Metadata waits in 
on ODN’s Server 

until quarterly DPLA 
Ingest

Metadata is reviewed 
for quality and required 

elements

Metadata 
is 

harvested 

DPLA 
harvests 

metadata 

Metadata is published 
on

dp.la

After reviewing metadata ODN 
sends required and suggested 

edits.
ODN harvests and checks  

metadata again after updates 



ODN: Five years in Review
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ODN USAGE STATS



ODN USAGE STATS
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ODN Initiatives: Metadata Mini-Grant

Goal: to provide 
funding for metadata 

remediation or 
Digitization

Offered Yearly 2020-
2023 Up to $4,999 20 Grants Awarded
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ODN Initiatives: Library Juice Academy 
Digital Curation Certificate

Goal: Provide grant 
funding for library 
professionals to 

complete LJA’s Digital 
Curation Certificate

Initial Year 2022-2023 14 Cohort Members Next Round Application 
will be launched soon.



Thank you 

Penelope Shumaker
pshumaker@library.ohio.gov

ohiodigitalnetwork.org 

mailto:pshumaker@library.ohio.gov
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