
Discussion questions  

 

1. Compare the 1901 Railroad Map of Ohio, 1939 Ohio Highway Map and Map of Ohio 

showing the forested areas. What information do they provide? How are they similar? 

How are they different? Describe a time when you would use one of these maps over 

another. 

 

2. Compare the 1832 Map of Ohio and the 1857 Ohio Railroad Map. Are there locations on 

one map that aren’t on another? Which ones, and why do you think that is? 

 

3. What does the Underground Railroad Routes in Ohio map tell you about the paths 

runaway slaves took to reach freedom in the northern United States or Canada? Which 

areas of the state were the most active? 

 

4. Look at the 1870 County Map of Ohio and Indiana and find the city or county where you 

live. Describe where your city or county is in relationship to Cleveland, Cincinnati, 

Columbus, Toledo and/or Marietta using cardinal directions.  

 

5. How does the Kent State University campus map, 1986 differ from some of the other 

maps in this primary source set?  

 

6. View the Zanesville, Ohio 1936 map. What can you learn from a city map versus a state 

or country map? What are the specific things, including points of interest, you can learn 

about Zanesville from this map? 

 

7. Is the Map of Ohio showing the topography of the state a physical or political map? What 

does it show you about Ohio? 

 

8. What do the different colors on the United States relief map mean? How do you know 

this? How does Ohio compare with Florida and Colorado?  

 

9. Does the Map VI United States 1877 look different from modern maps of the United 

States? How? Why do you think that is? 

https://dp.la/item/029a20a5524a18d263efdb97f72a8673
https://dp.la/item/0497059d5c4733222cf970b54f48e9ae
https://dp.la/item/0152bc29b4f4a5f35ee67d3627445720
https://dp.la/item/0152bc29b4f4a5f35ee67d3627445720
https://dp.la/item/5a5cdac52efec1fed81ca1cdb1666c6e
https://dp.la/item/62cafebf50131c0eda0a1ff798ed4a40
https://dp.la/item/2c9cdb926ee002c2aeb13f88d57552fd
https://dp.la/item/9fa4e125f27b1dbe26d465e8df753952
https://dp.la/item/919456343528140b21a004524e79a274
https://dp.la/item/12b372ac56fad65a1eebf85cbe03504f
https://dp.la/item/27ce6a74debf32c907d247b4b3149fb3
https://dp.la/item/cfae0844ee72e4b57faea5750d0006e7
https://dp.la/item/6a95152e7bf1e38452c0d41de92c88f8


 

10. Review the Insurance maps of Cleveland, Ohio  (Sanborn, 1886) V. 2. What do the 

different colors indicate? Why would this information be important or helpful for 

insurance companies? 
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