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1.
Background

The women; their collections



Dora E. Giffen (1897-1982)

➢ Mission work with United Presbyterian 
Church in Egypt, 1920-1926

➢ Returned to U.S. and taught in Ohio 
public schools, ret. 1964
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Grace McClurg Carson 
(1884-1979)

➢ Mission work for Methodist Board of 
Missions in China (1912-1918, 1920-
1926)

➢ Taught Lima public schools, ret. 1948



2.
The Project



Roadmap of major project deliverables
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Digitize select 
content in both 

collections.

Upload content to 
our digital platform 

(Omeka).

Create item-level metadata 
for digital objects.

Generate OCR text for 
typed documents.

Develop landing page for 
collections and link to 

finding aids.

Create searchable 
transcripts for handwritten 

documents.
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DPLA harvest



Timeline
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DECNOVMarchSEPAUGFebruaryJUNMAYJanuaryMARFEBDecember

Hired graduate 
assistant Alannah 

Graves

Began scanning 
textual materials in 

Giffen papers; 
metadata creation. 

Created PDF files for Giffen 
textual materials. EVERYTHING ELSE!

Began scanning 
visual materials in 
Giffen papers; 
metadata creation.

Scanned all materials in the  
Carson papers and item-level 
created metadata.

Migrated both finding aids 
to ASpace.



861 items online
350 in Carson; 511 in Giffen

1489 individual image or page scans

2 collection pages launched

All material harvested into DPLA
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3.
Challenges and 
Opportunities
Utilizing tools creatively



Generating Searchable Text for Handwritten Items

Had planned to use Transkribus

➢ Browser-based text recognition 
and transcription tool

➢ AI models that can run 
handwritten text recognition on 
scanned documents, for 
multiple languages

➢ Can train the model to 
recognize writing of a single 
person

➢ 500 free credits
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Decided to abandon Transkribus

➢ To train the model, requires 
25-75 pages of transcribed 
material

➢ Experience with another 
collection: did not necessarily 
save time
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Enter Word’s 
dictate feature!
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Microsoft Word’s Dictate Feature

➢ Requires a different style of 
“reading”

➢ Dictate small bits of the text, leave 
feature turned on, and make 
corrections while punctuation and 
style are in working memory

➢ Sometimes easier to stop talking and 
simply type a name or phrase
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Generating Searchable Text for Typewritten Items

Had planned to use 
ABBYY FineReader

➢Sample page at right 
with high error rate

➢Some test pages 
were so bad that 
ABBYY questioned 
whether we selected 
the correct language
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Generating Searchable Text for Typewritten Items – Take 2

Acrobat

➢ Equally poor results

➢ Even less ability to 
truly modify the OCR 
transcript
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Generating Searchable Text for Typewritten Items – Take 3

What do we do now?

➢ Might as well try 
Transkribus!
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4.
Lessons Learned



➢ It’s never ideal to 
work in a compressed 
schedule.

➢ Be flexible in 
employing tools.

➢ It may take time to 
see usage results.
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THANK YOUS
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URLs
Grace McClurg Carson papers home page: 

https://digitalgallery.bgsu.edu/collections/show/171 

Dora E. Giffen papers home page: 
https://digitalgallery.bgsu.edu/collections/show/170 

https://digitalgallery.bgsu.edu/collections/show/171
https://digitalgallery.bgsu.edu/collections/show/171
https://digitalgallery.bgsu.edu/collections/show/170
https://digitalgallery.bgsu.edu/collections/show/170
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QUESTIONS?
msweets@bgsu.edu

419.372.8085

Credits: presentation template by SlidesCarnival; maps from David Rumsey Map Collection

mailto:msweets@bgsu.edu
http://www.slidescarnival.com/
https://www.davidrumsey.com/
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